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Dear NKFI Supporters,

   Thank you for remembering the mission of the National Kidney

Foundation of Indiana and why it is so important to continue to support

kidney patients and transplant recipients, especially during a pandemic!

We had hoped that in 2021 we would be dancing the night away at our

traditional gala festivities. However, the medical professionals we trust

have advised against gathering in order to keep our vulnerable kidney

patients, transplant recipients and vital first-line workers protected. We

cannot gather and dance, but we can join in celebrating while anticipating

when we will be able to be together in person again.

   It is important to us to honor a particular group of professionals who

are so very worthy of celebration – Nephrology Nurses. The six nurses

nominated for this year’s celebration represent the great work that ALL

nephrology nurses do. We recognize ALL nephrology nurses and say

Thank You for everything that you have done and will do. We salute all

nephrology nurses for caring for patients, helping patients understand

how to care for themselves, answering questions about doctors’ orders,

relaying patient issues to the doctors, caring for and informing families,

and all the many challenging roles that you must play. You are truly

heroes!

   The Leadership of the NKFI, Board of Directors, Medical Advisory

Board, 2021 Gala Committee, and NKFI Staff honor Nephrology Nurses

and thank you for all you do for the people served by the National Kidney

Foundation of Indiana!

Sharon Moe, MD, FASN

Gala Committee Chair

Amy Wilson, MD

Medical Advisory Board Chair

Margie Evans Fort, MPA

NKFI Chief Executive Officer

Jane Estes

NKFI Board President



October 23, 12 pm: NKFI Reaching Beyond the Stars ONLINE
AUCTION OPENS! Guests will be able to register for the auction, view
items, and bid here or by texting Kidney21 to 76278.

October 23, 7 pm: Premier of the 2021 Honoring Nurses of
Nephrology and 2021 Reaching Beyond the Stars Gala sponsors
appreciation video on NKFI’s Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

Starting October 25: NKFI will spotlight one of our Nurse Honorees
each week on NKFI’s Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. This
celebration of nephrology nurses will continue through December
10, 2021. If you prefer to have these nurse spotlights delivered to
your inbox, register for our newsletter here by scrolling to the
bottom of the page and submitting your email. 

December 6, 12 pm: NKFI Reaching Beyond the Stars ONLINE
AUCTION closes. NKFI staff will contact winning bidders to make
arrangements for payment and pickup of winning items.

2021 Reaching Beyond 
the StarsGala 
Schedule of Events

To view the online auction, 

please scan the QR code with your phone 

or text Kidney21 to 76278

Continue checking the NKFI Reaching
Beyond the Stars ONLINE AUCTION for
new items!

https://e.givesmart.com/s/:M5Bw1pR1HOZ/e/im4/
https://www.facebook.com/NKFIndiana/
https://twitter.com/NKFofIndiana
https://www.instagram.com/nkfindiana/
https://www.facebook.com/NKFIndiana/
https://twitter.com/NKFofIndiana
https://www.instagram.com/nkfindiana/
https://kidneyindiana.org/
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The NKFI asked local healthcare providers for nominations of

nurses who have spent their careers dedicated to the care of

patients with kidney disease. As you will soon learn from our

top six nominations, these caregivers have dedicated most of

their life to the care of patients with kidney disease! In total,

these nurses have given nearly 200 years of support to

improving kidney health, and honoring them serves as a

symbol of the commitment and devotion of all Nephrology

Nurses! The NKFI salutes these trailblazers who have given so

much to ensure each patient with kidney disease and/or

kidney transplants get the care and support they need. 

Byron Griffin
Roudebush Veterans
Administration Medical Center

Nurse Honorees

Byron is revered for always being willing to help

and for his dedication to veterans. He has been

in nephrology nursing for over thirty-five years.

Byron ensures that all of our Veterans get high-

quality care. He has led the peritoneal and self-

dialysis programs in addition to serving in acute dialysis and

chronic in-center dialysis.  Byron says, “Nephrology nursing has

provided me with the opportunity to attend to patients as a nurse

and a mentor. I have enjoyed the environment [working at the

Veterans Administration] where opportunities for professional

growing exists and professionalism is encouraged.”



Tami has served many roles at Ascension St.

Vincent, including bedside nurse, manager,

and director with involvement in transplant

services. She was one of the initial Clinical

Nurse Coordinators who helped launch Renal

Transplant Services at Ascension in 2009. 

Ascension St. Vincent Transplant
Tami Rader

Tom Miller
Franciscan Health

Tom is known for being a superb nurse with a 

calm, empathetic demeanor. He has shown 

dedication to nephrology nursing for the past 

sixteen years. Tom enjoys working in neph-

rology "because of its complexity. Working 

with people on dialysis has been rewarding mostly in educating

people to understand their medical problems and lifestyle

changes."

Cathy has held multiple roles at DaVita

including RN, FA, MCS, and is currently the

Director of Clinical Services. She has been in

nephrology for twenty-nine years and is

steadfast in her belief that patient care is a

privilege. Cathy says, “I love nephrology nursing

because it is a totally different level of nursing.

Cathy Mendoza
DaVita

. . . we provide life sustaining treatment which gives our patients

more moments with their loved ones."

She has been with Ascension St. Vincent for thirty-nine years.

Says Tami, "Working with living donors re-energizes me on a daily

basis. Their sense of generosity and giving knows no bounds!"



Indiana University Transplant

Mary Lynn Subrin

Mary Lynn has shown tremendous dedication

to transplant care. She has worked as a

transplant nurse for longer than anyone on the

IU transplant team! She has served in

nephrology for thirty-six years.  Mary Lynn 

Terri is the director of the acute dialysis unit 

at Methodist and is a steadfast proponent of 

dialysis care. She has been a dialysis nurse 

for thirty-five years. Her supervisors say she 

is a great leader and an inspiration to all! 

Terri states, “My greatest inspiration for being 

a nurse is the satisfaction I get when patients get well and return

home!"

Terri Roberts

Indiana University Nephrology

says, "Seeing a patient get a successful kidney transplant is like

watching a slow miracle before your eyes, everytime.”



To view the online auction, 
please scan the QR code with your phone, 

 text Kidney21 to 76278, or go online to
www.Kidney21.givesmart.com

Online Auction
LIVE NOW!

Geralyn Davis Burton
Ascension St. Vincent Nephrology

The NKFI is excited to add one more Star Nurse to the list of Nurse

Honorees who have been nominated by their employers for their

commitment to serving the field of nephrology.

Geralyn Davis Burton came to St. Vincent 

Hospital in 1979 as a hemodialysis nurse. Her 

responsibilities ranged from charge nurse to 

manager of the Chronic Dialysis Unit. She provided hemodialysis

treatments and CRRT, and soon became one of the first nurses

trained on the new Apheresis equipment, providing a preceptor

service for many new nurses. She retired in 2018, but still provides

nursing care on an as-need basis. Geralyn’s dialysis career has

spanned over forty-five years!



The Reaching for the Stars online auction is LIVE now and many
exciting items are open for bidding! Text Kidney21 to 76278 or
go online to www.Kidney21.givesmart.com to bid on items like
these:

Two complimentary rooms for a one
night stay at French Lick Springs Hotel
plus Golf for Four guests with a cart
on the Donald Ross Golf Course.

Hot Air Balloon Ride for two!
Indiana Pacers Jersey

autographed by 
Malcolm Brogdon!

Zoom Call with CBS4 
TV News Team!

Dinner and the Ballet
for Four

Beautiful Jewelry Items!

Plus much more!
Remember, the auction closes on December 6 at 12 noon!

https://www.frenchlick.com/
https://www.frenchlick.com/golf/donaldross
https://www.nba.com/pacers/


The National Kidney Foundation of Indiana, Inc.

salutes Dr. Virginia Caine for all her work and

dedication to keeping Marion County safe and

healthy! 

Virginia A. Caine, MD is one of the top doctors for

Infectious Diseases in the United States. She is the

Director and Chief Medical Officer of the Marion

County Public Health Department and an Associate

Honoring Dr. Virginia Caine

Professor of Medicine at Indiana University School of Medicine Infectious

Diseases Division.

Dr. Caine works tirelessly to promote and advance public health through

innovative programs and unprecedented collaborations. Her boundless

energy, vision, and drive to serve people, especially in disadvantaged

areas, have led Dr. Caine to contribute to improving the health of all

residents in Marion County. Her voice of science and reason has been

instrumental in helping fight the pandemic, including getting

vaccinations at multiple locations. Honor her by getting vaccinated! 



Thank you to our auction donors...
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Jeptha Creed Distillery

Jessica Barrientos

John & Janine Moore

Mary Kay Hensley

Mary Liddell

Megan Alexander

Myra Schwartz

New Riff Distilling

Ocean Prime 

Oliver Winery

Pinheads

Plum Creek Golf Club

Purse Strings

Republic National Distributing Company

Royal Pin Entertainment

Shapiro's Delicatessen

Suzie Hedrick

Target Nora Plaza

The District Tap

The Moe Family

The Schlafly Tap Room

Thunderdome Restaurant Group

Tinker Coffee

Tyler Mason Salon & Spa

Urban Vines

Virginia A. Caine, MD

Walmart Fishers

William Goggins, MD

Basket Battle Participants
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Indianapolis Ballet

Indiana State Museum & Historic Sites
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Indianapolis Colts
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IndiGo Birding Nature Tours





CELEBRATING OVER 50
YEARS OF HELPING
HOOSIERS! 
EST. 1970

The National Kidney Foundation of Indiana
needs your input with the programs and
services offered to those with and at risk of
developing kidney disease.  We hope that
you will take a few moments to complete this
brief survey so we can better understand
how to best serve you.   

Help shape the next 50 years!

Please scan the QR Code above or call the NKFI office toll-free:

800.382.9971 
 





www.KidneyIndiana.org
(800) 382.9971

Main Office

911 E. 86th St.
Suite 100
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 722.5640

Northeast Regional Office

4656 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Suite 100
Fort Wayne, IN 46804
(260) 456.0654


